Learning English through Poems and Songs


Ballads

Learning Activity 1

Reading

Here is an adapted version of a famous ballad. Perhaps you know the tune it is usually sung to (available at http://kids.niehs.nih.gov/lyrics/clementine.htm). Read it and answer the questions that follow.
	In a cave, in a valley,
	

	Digging for a mine,
	

	Lived a miner, busy miner,
	

	And his daughter Clementine.
	4

	
	

	Chorus
	

	Oh, my darling. Oh, my darling,
	

	Oh, my darling, Clementine!
	

	You are lost and gone forever,
	

	Dreadful sorry, Clementine.
	8

	
	

	Slim she was and like a fairy,
	

	And her shoes were very small,
	

	Sweet her looks and smiles,
	

	She had no weight at all.
	12

	
	

	That sad morning just at nine
	

	She went, that loving daughter,
	

	With a bucket to the river, 
	

	Missed her step and fell into the water. 
	16

	
	

	The mighty river took her fast
	

	Carried her from that fatal bank
	

	She had no power to fight it
	

	And soon into its waters dark she sank.
	20

	
	

	How that miner wept and cried
	

	Now his daughter was not by his side.
	

	Far away he went to hide
	

	When his Clementine so sadly died.
	24


1. Circle the correct meaning of the words below (one word from each verse):
	(a) 
	miner (line 3)
	(a. a shopkeeper  b. someone who takes metals etc. from the ground   c. a fisherman)

	(b) 
	dreadful (line 8)
	(a. very   b. afraid   c. often)

	(c) 
	slim (line 9)
	(a. tall   b. pretty   c. thin)

	(d) 
	bucket (line 15)
	(a. container  b. type of food   c. friend)

	(e) 
	fatal (line 18)
	(a. high   b. deadly   c. grassy)

	(f) 
	wept (line 21)
	(a. sang  b. dropped tears  c. put on weight)


2. What happens to Clementine?

_______________________________________________________________________________
3. Why does it happen?

_______________________________________________________________________________

4. What happens to the miner in the end?
_______________________________________________________________________________
5. How many lines are there in each verse?
_______________________________________________________________________________
6. What is the rhyming pattern?

_______________________________________________________________________________
7. What is the mood of the ballad?

_______________________________________________________________________________
8. As seen from the ballad above, what do you think are some common features of ballads? Circle the correct descriptions below.
· A ballad is a traditional/modern pop song which tells a story.
· Ballads are very long/not very long. They jump straight to the main events and do not waste much time on details.
· They often/do not contain speech.
· They often/do not repeat lines.
· They are usually happy/sad.
· They are written in four/six line verses.
· There is some/no rhyme.
Learning Activity 2
Reading and Writing
Work with a partner. Look up the story of Romeo and Juliet in the library or on the Internet. Then choose the correct words in the boxes below and complete the ballad on the famous lovers.
	Verse 1
	Verse 2
	Verse 3
	Verse 4
	Verse 5
	Finale

	(verbs)

fell

looked

took
told
crawled
spoken
	(nouns)

kiss
eyes

water

lips

poison

blood
	(prepositions/
adverbs)

inside

up

on
under
over

around
	(adverbs)

true

hardly

sadly
free
	(adjectives)

silly
blunt

young

silver

broken

weak
	(pronouns)

his
they

we

her


	Romeo _________ one final long look
	

	At Juliet lying there so cold.
	

	Tears _________ streaming from his eyes.
	

	It was and is the saddest story ever _________.
	4

	
	

	He opened then the jar of ________.
	

	He poured it past his ________ so red.
	

	He gave his love one final ________
	

	And suddenly fell down dead.
	8

	
	

	One moment later Juliet revived.
	

	She opened ________ her eyes and looked ________.
	

	What did she see? An awful sight!
	

	Her love, her Romeo, dead _________ the ground.
	12

	
	

	“Oh Romeo! What has happened here?
	

	Oh Romeo! I cannot live without you.
	

	My plan, my dreams, all ________ broken,
	

	But to you in death I’ll still be ________.”
	16

	
	

	So saying, she reached to Romeo’s belt
	

	And from it took his ________ knife.
	

	She stabbed it into her ________ heart
	

	And, so ________, gave up for love her life.
	20

	
	

	And so ________’ll never forget
	

	The perfect love of Romeo and ________ Juliet.
	

	
	


Learning Activity 3

Speaking
As a group, try to read out the ballad on Romeo and Juliet in Learning Activity 2 in a moving manner. You may also find another ballad you like and prepare it for recitation. 
You might like to refer to the notes in Learning Activity 4 on “Narrative Poems” (page S55) to help you to prepare for the performance.
Perform your poem to the class and ask them for comments using the “Performance Feedback Form” that the teacher provides.
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